


My favourite juxtaposition
Is when a city goes totally silent

When the widest streets are empty
And the only sounds are quiet

The bustling stores are still closed
And no one else is walking around
The city looks amazingly different

With only a few men in the ground

The buildings stand tall and silent
While those up late tuck in for the night
And the earliest risers have yet to awake

To meet the ever blinking lights

The signs are as bright as ever
And the lights still work ‘round the clock

But not a single bike, car, or man
Can be seen on the city block

I stand on the silent street corner
Feeling the moment rush through me

For stunningly empty cities
Are some of my favourite places to be
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Get Closer / Bose Quiet Comfort 35 Headphones Campaign

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YjNt_8qeLD8


London is a busy city with fast paced lifestyle. Full of people, full of 
stories and endless surprises at each of its corner. 

But what happens when night is almost over and sun only prepares to 
rise? When everyone is still asleep, dreaming and hoping that tomor-
row is going to be a better day. 

Inspired by the poem ‘Silent City’ and a short video “Get Closer“ 
produced by Grey Studio, we intend to bring out the unawake side of 
the city in it’s purest form. Through our film we aim to discover a new 
perspective on the places of London that all of us are so used to. 

Living in the city on a constant bases teaches you to avoid certain 
areas at certain times. Millennium Bridge, Westminster, Embankment, 
Oxford and Regent street. Does your heart cringe  when thinking of 
those places? Does getting there make you want to leave as soon as 
possible? 

Imagine being in the heart of London, when it is almost empty. 
With no one by your side, just you and the city. What details 
can catch your attention? What can you discover yourself? Will 
you spot something that has always been there, but you’ve 
never really seen it through the constant flow of the crowd? 



The atmosphere we are trying to achieve in this short film is a sense of 
mystery and calmness. Bringing the attention of the audience to observe 
small and unnoticed details, focusing on the quiet streets, giving a sense of 
loneliness yet intrigues curiosities within them. 



We are going to shoot around the busy and touristic areas such as 
Greenwich, Canary Warf, Oxford St, Trafalgar Sq, Westmister, Hyde Park 
Millenium Bridge and etc. We want to capture the stillness and calmness 
of these empty places and show the audience that it can be as beautiful as 
the hidden treasures of the city. 





We would like to invite our audience to take the wonderful journey 

with us. To achieve this we might choose to use hand-held shooting, 

as it will capture and convey the sense of being there. 

There is also a possibility of using a tripod for some scenes. We are 

imagining a beautiful, almost still long shots capturing nothing but 

calmness, combined with pieces of accidental shots here and there. 

For some locations the panning shot technique might be used to 

build a fuller picture. We are sure that close ups are going to play 

an important part in our film as they will help an audience to fully 
immerse into experience. 



We want to edit the short film in a way that will give the audience the 
opportunity for open interpretation. Colour correction will be used 

to create a continuous flow throughout scenes.  

With the help of other editing techniques like cross dissolve at the 

starting and ending scene (intro and outro) we aim to give the film 
a natural transition and subconsciously trigger an understanding in 

the audience. Secondly, focusing on the empty streets, using cut-

away editing technique to zoom into  small details. Thirdly, slow mo-

tion on a few scenes to give an effect such as time is being paused. 

The background music will be slow-paced instrumental piece with 

voice over of the poem ‘Silent City’. Imagine a soft woman’s voice, 

reading the poem slowly and rhythmically, adding a beautiful touch 

to the film. Scenes will be cut to correspond to both background 
music and poem. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUbKuEiENvA
http://www.bensound.com/royalty-free-music/track/tomorrow
http://www.premiumbeat.com/royalty_free_music/songs/humanity


Lost in Translation The Grand Budapest Hotel The Danish Girl



A Dream in Japan / Fincher Wei

https://vimeo.com/150402765


We will mainly compose natural lighting and street lights from the 

city in the short film. 

However we also consider using lighting techniques such as natural 

back lighting to illuminate what we are trying to capture from the 

back. using low key lighting to give a shadowy effect and a sense of 

mystery. 

Another technique we are thinking about is using background light to 

brighten the background area, and add some distance between the 

subject and the background. These types of lighting techniques are 

aiming to add a sense of depth to the shots. 



The idea of our film is the empty space and the lack of people, we 
probably won’t need to include any actors. However, during the 

shooting we may take several accidental shots with members of our 

group, discovering the joy of being in an empty city. 

Additionally, we think that it would be nice to capture people, who 

happened to be on the street at such weird time of day. 



Reading “Silent City” repeatedly, we were amazed by how easily we 
could visualize each line. The style of the poem gives you an instant 
idea of what the scenes might look like. 

Considering the amount of perfect spots for shooting in London, the 
possibilities seem endless. However, we are aware that producing this 
film might be a tough challenge to take. It is very easy to end up with 
just another cliched film about London, and we certainly don’t want 
this to happen. We want to show the audience the different side of 
the city. 

That is why the key to success will lay in planning ahead every detail: 
from carefully choosing the scenes to using appropriate methods to 
edit. We believe that it is the only way to create a film that is unique 
and outstanding. A film that will make people to discover the new side 
of the city they know so well. 

“For stunningly empty cities
Are some of my favourite places to be”
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